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It is not without some differences of opinion among themselves
that, upon their accession to office, they arrived at the con-
clusion that, if there was a prospect of progress in the great
matter of Confederation, this might afford a ground of coopera-
tion between them and Sir B. Frere, notwithstanding the strong
censures which many of them in Opposition had pronounced
upon his policy.
This conclusion gave the liveliest satisfaction to a large portion,
perhaps to the majority of the House of Commons ; but they
embraced it with the more satisfaction because of Your Majesty's
warm regard for Sir B. Frere, a sentiment which some among
them personally share.
It was evident, however, and it was perhaps in the nature of
the case, that a confidence thus restricted was far from agreeable
to Sir B. Frere, who, in the opinion of Mr. Gladstone, has only
been held back by a commendable self-restraint & sense of duty,
from declaring himself aggrieved.
Thus, though the Cabinet have done the best they could his
standing ground was not firm, nor could they make it so.
But the total failure of the effort made to induce the Cape
Parliament to move has put Confederation wholly out of view, for
a time quite indefinite, and almost certainly considerable.
Mr. Gladstone has therefore the painful duty of submitting
to Your Majesty on behalf of the Cabinet the inclosed copy of a
ciphered telegram of recall.
675                  Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                         OSBORNE. 30 July, 1880.
Received your letter & copy of proposed telegram do not send
it till you hear from me today.
676                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 124.)
OSBORNE. July 30. 1880.
The Queen has read Mr. Gladstone's letter with deep regret.
The Queen's private regard for Sir B. Frere should not influence
the public question & indeed her acquaintance with him is not so
full as Mr. Gladstone's.
The Queen has always considered it right to give her fullest